
Series: Basic Doctrine of the Bible

Title: Lesson 3 — Inerrancy 

Text: Psalm 19:7


When the reformers were battling for the reformation of the church, they took a strong stand on 
Scripture.  Whereas the Roman Catholic Church had upheld both church history and tradition 
as having equal importance to the Bible, men like Calvin, Luther, Wycliffe, Huss, Zwingli, and 
Knox kicked back.  They lived by the mantra “Sola Scriptura.”  The slogan was Latin for 
“Scripture Alone.”  In zeal, they proclaimed that the Bible was the sole authority for faith and 
practice.  We will talk more about the authority of Scripture in our next lesson.  For now, it is 
important to talk about why the reformers held to such a high view of God’s Word.  

	 The basis for the reformers' conviction was found in the topic now under our 
consideration — the inerrancy of Scripture.  Martin Luther once said, “But everyone, indeed, 
knows that at times they [the fathers] have erred as men will; therefore I am ready to trust them 
only when they prove their opinions from Scripture, which has never erred.”  The German 1

reformer’s proclamation was based on passage of Scripture like Psalm 19:7, a passage that 
says, “The instruction of the Lord is perfect, renewing one’s life; the testimony of the Lord is 
trustworthy, making the inexperienced wise.”  

	 It is hard for us to understand the full weight of Luther’s confession.  In his day, his 
words were tantamount to blasphemy.  He, in essence, denied the supreme truthfulness of the 
church fathers, church history, church tradition, and the church itself.  Worst yet, before the 
eyes of the ecclesiastical elite, Luther cast aspersions on the absolute truthfulness of the Pope, 
one who was thought to be infallible.  

	 Luther seemed stubborn to the upper-echelon elites within the church.  Why wouldn’t 
he back down?  His dogged persistence grew from His high view of Scripture.  In 1521, Luther 
was given the opportunity to recant of his beliefs at a church meeting known as the Diet of 
Worms.  When prodded and coaxed, he triumphantly exclaimed, “…my conscience is captive 
to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go 
against conscience. May God help me. Amen.”   What would move a man to make such a 2

defiant stance, considering the fact that his life was possibly at stake?  Luther was gripped by 
the truth of a doctrine we now want to consider — the inerrancy of Scripture.


WHAT INERRANCY IS

The word “inerrancy” is not one we use on a regular basis.  As I write, I am reminded that I am 
not even good at spelling it — i-n-e-r-r-a-n-c-y.  What does the term mean?  As it turns out, the 
answer to that question is of critical importance to our faith and practice.  Without a firm 
confidence is this subject, our Christian life could possibly be sabotaged by the shifting sands 
of culture.  Through a trust in the truth of the inerrancy, we receive strength, security, and 
steadfastness as we seek to avoid the slippery slopes of humanity’s philosophies and value 
systems.

	 Plain and simple, “inerrancy” means that Scripture is without error.  The word is based 
on a Latin term that literally meant “not wandering” or “fixed.”   Commenting on the meaning of 3

the theological concept, one has said it is the “…theological conviction that the Bible is 
completely truthful and accurate in every respect about all it affirms.”  Another has said 
inerrancy is “The idea that Scripture in the original manuscripts does not affirm anything that is 
contrary to fact.”   Yet another has said, “Inerrancy is the view that when all the facts become 4
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known, they will demonstrate that the Bible in its original autographs and correctly interpreted 
is entirely true and never false in all it affirms, whether that relates to doctrine or ethics or the 
social, physical, or life sciences.”  Plain and simple, inerrancy means the Bible is without error.  5

It is truthful, pure, reliable, trustworthy, right, and correct!

	 Time and time again, we see this doctrine affirmed in Scripture.  The Psalmist said, 
“Your word is completely pure, and your servant loves it” (Psalm 119:140).  In another place, he 
sang, “The entirety of your word is truth, each of your righteous judgments endures forever” 
(Psalm 119:160).  Peter alluded to the veracity of God’s Word by saying, “We also have the 
prophetic word strongly confirmed, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Peter 
1:19).  The biblical authors seemed to be in agreement — God’s Word does not err, mislead, 
misdirect, or make mistakes!


Allows for Human Perspectives

Before we move on to talk more about the nature of inerrancy, it is important to make a few 
clarifying remarks.  First, it should be note that inerrancy allows for differing human 
perspectives.  Many attempt to discredit God’s Word because they seeing varying accounts of 
the same events.  Consider the way in which Luke presents Jesus healing a blind man in Luke 
18:35-43.  He seems to present the Lord performing the miracle at a locale different than the 
one Matthew and Mark spoke of (Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52).  Just a bit of historical 
background will reveal that there were two parts of the first-century city of Jericho.  Both went 
by the same name.  Luke depicted Jesus healing blind Bartimaeus as He and His disciples 
entered the second part of Jericho.  Matthew and Mark depicted Him as performing the feat 
when they exited the first part of Jericho.  Inerrancy allows for differing perspectives on the 
same historical event.


Allows for Colloquial Ways of Speaking

Second, inerrancy gives place for colloquial ways of speaking.  Think about the way in which 
Jesus talked about the eye of a needle (Mark 10:25) or casting pearls before swine (Matthew 
7:6).  Consider Paul’s remarks about heaping coals on the head of another (Romans 12:19-20).  
Some may find contention with such expressions, demanding more precision in speaking.  
Inerrancy allows for figures of speech and cultural ways of expressing things. 


Allows for Phenomenological Observations 

On top of what is mentioned above, inerrancy allows for phenomenological observations.  By 
this, I refer to the way in which Bible authors often described natural and phenomenon from 
their own perspectives.  Consider the way in which we read about “…the rising of the sun…” 
(Psalm 113:3) and “the four corners of the Earth” (Revelation 7:1).  The prophets and apostles 
sometimes described the world as they saw it.  Their act of doing so does not discredit the 
doctrine of inerrancy in the least.  On theologian has said, “The BIble can speak of the sun 
rising and the rain falling because from the perspective of the speaker this is exactly what 
happens…From the standpoint of the speaker, the sun does rise and the rain does fall, and 
these are perfectly true descriptions of the natural phenomena the speaker observes.”   Don’t 6

we ourselves often communicate using such forms of speech?  Indeed, ordinary conversation 
would be very difficult if we had to always speak precisely about what we observe in nature. 
7

Allows for Loose Quotations
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Last, inerrancy allows for loose quotations of other passages of Scripture.  Some find fault with 
the Bible for the way in which it seems to “misquote” other parts of the Bible.  Consider the 
way in which Matthew used an ablation, melding multiple passages into one citation, in 
Matthew 2:6.  The gospel writer masterfully wove truth together from 2 Samuel 5:2 and Micah 
5:2 to announce the birth of Jesus.  The practice of combining Scripture passages in such a 
way was common in first-century Judaism, so many of the Bible’s authors employed it in their 
writings.  We should not see this as an aberration that discredits or disproves inerrancy.


WHAT INERRANCY IS NOT

Several years ago, I taught on the subject of inerrancy to a small group of believers.  To my 
surprise, one older woman expressed disagreement with my teaching.  She talked of the way 
in which the terminology had been used by many in too strict of a sense.  In her mind, 
inerrantists had created a harsh view of both Scripture and Jesus.  Further conversations 
revealed that she had been a part of a congregation that did not uphold the inerrancy of the 
Bible.

	 On another occasion, I met a man who happened to be a fellow pastor.  We made each 
other’s acquaintance through mutual participation in a non-profit organization within our 
community.  Through chatting, I discovered he was a part of a demonization that, in name, 
seemed familiar to the convention to which my congregation belongs.  Extended talks, 
however, revealed that he held to differing beliefs on Scripture.  He was direct in telling me, “I 
don’t believe in inerrancy.  I hold to the view of infallibility.”

	 All of this brings up an important topic of discussion.  We must be clear on what 
inerrancy is, but we must also be clear regarding what it is not.  There are several competing 
views on this subject.  Considering each will give us a clear understanding of what’s involved 
with biblical inerrancy.  


Not Infallibility Alone 
It is important to first address the terminology of the pastor I mentioned above.  When it comes 
to the doctrine of the Bible, some hold to a view known as “infallibility.”  The term is derived 
from the King James Version rendering of Acts 1:3, a passage that says, “To whom also he 
shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, 
and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”   
8

	 I indeed agree with the doctrine of the infallibility of Scripture.  However, some deny the 
possibility of inerrancy while touting infallibility.  Such an approach is a softer way expressing 
confidence in the veracity of God’s Word.  How does this work?  Well, inerrancy maintains that 
Scripture is completely without error.  Infallibility only states that the Bible will not lead a person 
into error or deceive a person.   Through this scheme, the doctrine of infallibility, though having 9

merits of its own, is often used as an end-around to deny the total inerrancy of Scripture.  In all 
generations, it is needful for believers to remember The words of Numbers 23:19 are true — 
“God is not a man, that he might lie, or a son of man, that he might change his mind. Does he 
speak and not act, or promise and not fulfill?”


Limited Inerrancy 
Second, it is important to be on guard against a view we could call “limited inerrancy.”  Such a 
belief regards only parts of Scripture as being inspired and inerrant.  Another way of saying this 
is that inerrancy says Scripture makes no mistakes in all it affirms; however, infallibility claims 
Scripture is only without error in moral, spiritual, or religious matters. This approach limits the 
Bible’s truthfulness to matters related to salvation alone.  The Princeton theologian B.B. 
Warfield described such individuals as adhering to what he called “limited inspiration.”  For the 
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purposes of our discussion, we could regard the intent of his label as referring to “limited 
inerrancy.”   10

I’ll never forget a time in which I preached verse-by-verse through a particular Old 
Testament book on Sunday morning.  As I passed through the halls and greeted church 
members in their Sunday School classes on one particular morning, an older man approached.  
I had a friendship with the man and I had great respect for him.  However, he was troubled.  He 
expressed concern with some of the topics I covered.  He said, “Pastor, I prefer to stick with 
the red letters.”  Whether he knew it or not, his view point was rooted in what I have talked 
about above.  Some see the words of Jesus alone (“the red letters”) as being authoritative.  
They have a limited view of inherency.  In their minds, the totality of the Bible is not without 
error.  It is only infallible.  It is always worth remembering the words of the Proverbs — “Every 
word of God is pure; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him” (Proverbs 30:5).


Inerrancy of Purpose 
A third error in regard to inerrancy is the doctrine of “inerrancy of purpose.”  Such a viewpoint 
the entire scope of Scripture is inerrant.  It only claims inerrancy in regard to the purpose of 
Scripture.  One has said this is “…the belief that the Scriptures will not fail to accomplish the 
divine purpose for which they were written.”   Those hold to this view see the Bible as only 11

being pure to the sense in which it fulfills God’s program of redemption.  Through such a 
perspective, one can dismiss and deny parts of the Bible that are regarded as being difficult to 
accept — miracles, accounts of genocide, conflicts within the church, and differing 
perspectives on the roles of women in ministry.  One can also alleviate the tension generated 
by apparent contradictions in Scripture.  In the end, it is worth remembering that Jesus, said, 
“For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or one stroke of a 
letter will pass away from the law until all things are accomplished” (Matthew 5:18).  Our Lord 
seemed to believe that even the even the minutia of God’s Word will be kept from error.


Absolute inerrancy 
In light of the teaching of Jesus, the prophets, and the apostles, the better view of the Bible 
seems to be one that holds to the absolute inerrancy of Scripture.  Such a position reports “…
that the Bible is written with full historical and scientific accuracy on all matters it affirms and 
thus is completely truthful.”   Absolute authority maintains that every book of the Bible — from 12

Genesis to Revelation — is equally inspired and inerrant.  It reports that every genre of 
Scripture — law, history, poetry, prophecy, gospels, and letters alike— is breathed out by God 
and without error.  All historical happenings — good, bad, and ugly — are told as they really 
happened.  Even mathematical and scientific matters can be regarded as truthful.  Such 
convictions are congruent with the conviction of the Psalmist who said, “I have seen a limit to 
all perfection, but your command is without limit” (Psalm 119:96).


THE LOGIC OF INERRANCY 
God is a God of decency and order.  He has finely arranged things within the Universe to work 
according to His principles.  Creation is sustained by His precepts that dictate what is right and 
true.  Being such a God, all things within His created order operate in a finely-tuned fashion.  
The plain principles of mathematics, chemistry, biology, physics, and other sciences give 
witness to both His presence and His orderly arrangement of all things.  

	 Being a God of truth and righteousness, God’s ways are always right.  Since His ways 
are right, there is a natural logic to them.  He made all things and all things function according 
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to His design.  There is a supernatural logic and reason behind all His commands and all His 
creation.  Christians live by faith, but they do not have an unreasonable faith.

	 The above line of thinking can be applied to the doctrine of inerrancy.  The Baptist Faith 
and Message (2000), maintains that Scripture is without error by saying, “The Holy Bible was 
written by men divinely inspired and is God’s revelation of Himself to man.  It is a perfect 
treasure of divine instruction.  It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without 
any mixture of error, for its matter.  Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy.”   13

Tracing the nature of our God and His created order, we can logically deduce that inerrancy is a 
theological necessity.  

	 Conversely, arguments against the Bibles claim concerning itself are illogical for those 
who profess Christ.  In his book “Authority,” D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones explained: 


We are in what they call “the post-critical situation.”  We are told that really nothing matters 
except that we should be clear about the message and teaching of the Bible.  So we have 
such familiar phrases that “the Bible is not the Word of God, but that it contains the Word of 
God.”  The Bible, we are told, is partly the Word of God and partly the word of man.  In part 
it has this great divine authority, and in part it has not…if you stop to analyze what they say 
you must come to the conclusion that basically it is still the same old position…In other 
words, the modern position amounts to this, that it is man’s reason that decides. 
14

Lloyd-Jones was concerned with the way in which higher criticism and critical philosophy 
caused many to do the truthfulness of God’s Word.  His argument proved the logical fallacy of 
those who try to hold to a Christian view while rejecting the total veracity of Scripture.  His 
argument shows that there is good reason to believe that the Bible is without error.  Let’s 
consider five biblical truths that should lead us to the conclude that absolute inerrancy is real 
and true.


God is perfect. 
The logic of inerrancy starts with the nature of God.  He is without error, so His Word must be 
without error.  Jesus told His disciples, “…your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).  
According to Christ, our Lord is without fault, foibles, or failures.  His character is without error; 
consequently, His commands are without error.  The Psalmist affirmed such realities by saying, 
“God—his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is pure.  He is a shield to all who take refuge in 
him (Psalm 18:30).  The word of God is inerrant because God is inerrant.  One has rightly said, 
“Inerrancy follows from what the Bible says about God’s character.” 
15

God inspired Scripture. 
In addition to God’s character, we must also reflect upon His means of delivering Scripture.  IN 
our previous lesson, we learned that Scripture comes to us by a process known as 
“inspiration.”  The language of the New Testament picturesquely depicts the truth of the Bible 
as coming from the mouth of God (2 Timothy 3:16).  The Holy Spirit of God moved men to pen 
the pages of Scripture (2 Peter 1:21).  The doctrine of inspiration teaches that Scripture has its 
source in God.  Since God is the source of Scripture, and since He is perfect, it stands to 
reason that Scripture must be perfect.  David affirmed these realities in a song of thanksgiving 
after he one a decisive victory over the Philistines (2 Samuel 22:31).
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God does not lie. 
Scripture consistently reports that God does not lie.  When coaxed to curse the people of God, 
Balaam reported, “God is not a man, that he might lie, or a son of man, that he might change 
his mind.  Does he speak and not act, or promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers 23:19).  When 
reminding Titus of the glorious promises of the gospel, Paul spoke of “the hope of eternal life 
that God, who cannot lie, promised before time began” (Titus 1:2).  The author of Hebrews 
flatly said, “it is impossible for God to lie” (Hebrews 6:18).  

	 Closely related to God’s inability to lie is His unchangeable character.  Theologians refer 
to this aspect of His nature as His “immutability.”  Through the prophet Malachi, the Lord said, 
“For I am the Lord, I change not” (Malachi 3:6, KJV).  This aspect of God’s character teaches 
us that His Word can be trusted, since God would never change His Word.  The Bible has 
always been without error, and it will always be without error.  There is no possibility that the 
Lord could one day change His character, His truth, or His position on a given subject, thus 
rendering His word untruthful on some point of doctrine.

	 All of these things bolster the doctrine of absolute inerrancy.  By His nature, the Lord 
cannot err in what He says.  He has never misspoken and He will never misspeak.  His Word is 
important to Him.  It would be against His character to deliver a message that did not retain a 
fundamental essence of pure truthfulness.  His name and nature is at stake in these matters.  
He cannot and will not espouse anything that even hints of falsehood.

	 

God promised to preserve Scripture. 
A subsequent lesson in this study will focus on the preservation of Scripture.  For now, know 
this — the Lord promised to keep His Word safe from corruption and compromise.  Passages 
like Matthew 5:17-20 and 24:35 reveal this to be true.  Since God has spoken, since He speaks 
without error, and since He has promised to preserve what He has spoken, it follows that His 
Word is without error.  


The Bible is without error. 
What we have shared concerning God’s nature, God’s Word, and God’s promises of 
preservation lead us to the conclusion that Scripture is inerrant.  The Psalmist said, “The words 
of the Lord are pure words, like silver refined in an earthen furnace, purified seven times” 
(Psalm 12:6).  I like the attitude expressed by J.C. Ryle, the nineteenth-century bishop of 
Liverpool.  Affirming his devotion to inerrancy, he said, "If the Bible told me that Jonah 
swallowed the whale, I would believe it.  If Christians have no divine book to turn to as their 
warrant for their doctrine and practice, they have no solid ground for present peace or hope, 
and no right to claim the attention of mankind.” 
16

 

LIFE LESSONS FROM INERRANCY 
Far from being a heady concept for the halls of the seminary, the doctrine of inerrancy has 
practical application for our lives.  Because Scripture is without error, we have a treasure trove 
of divine truth.  Through the pages of the Bible we can find spiritual comfort, courage, and 
confidence for our souls.  Unfortunately, many doubt the veracity of Scripture and cut 
themselves off from heavenly help.  In closing, let’s consider three things inerrancy teaches us.


The Bible is true. 
Inerrancy means the Bible is without error; consequently, it also means that the Bible is true.  In 
a world in which many cynically ask with Pontius Pilate, “What is truth?” (John 18:38), believers 
can rest assure they have true truth in God’s Word.  Jesus said, “Sanctify them by the truth; 
your word is truth” (John 17:17).  In Scripture, believers have an accurate guide that gives true 
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answers cornering who God is, what life is all about, what’s gone wrong with the world, and 
how the world can be made right.


The Bible is trustworthy. 
Because the Bible is without error, we can rest our lives upon it.  Our souls, our families, our 
churches, and our futures can all be entrusted to the sacred pages of Scripture.  The Psalmist 
extolled the trustworthiness of Scripture by saying, “The decrees you issue are righteous and 
altogether trustworthy” (Psalm 119:138).  The theologian Paul D. Feinberg once said, “A denial 
of inerrancy starts one down a slope that is slippery and ends in even greater error.”   The 17

opposite of the scholar’s argument is equally true.  An affirmation of inerrancy places one’s 
spiritual feet on a firm foundation.  Those who trust Scripture for truth can rest assured that 
they will never be led astray and that they won’t wander in spiritual darkness.


The Bible is transformational. 
Since the Bible is without error, it is an effective spiritual weapon for doing spiritual battle.  The 
author of Hebrews likened it to the dreaded sword of a Roman soldier.  He said, “For the word 
of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as 
the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).  The Bible is inerrant.  As a result, reading and studying 
it unleashes the pure Word of God into our hearts and minds.  When God's unadulterated truth 
comes into contact with the human soul, spiritual transformation is inevitable.  Read, study, 
memorize, and meditate on Scripture!
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